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A. Structure of a simple delta that forms in the relatively quiet waters of a
lake. B. Growth of a simple delta. As a stream extends its channel, the
reduced gradient causes it to find a shorter route to its base level. (After
Ward's Natural Science Establishment, Inc., Rochester, N.Y.)
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FIGURE 10.20

During the past 5000—-6000
years, the Mississippi River
has built a series of seven
coalescing subdeltas. The
numbers indicate the order in
which the subdeltas were
deposited. The present bird-
foot delta (number 7)
represents the activity of the
past 500 years. Without
ongoing human efforts, the
present course will shift and
follow the path of the
Atchafalaya River. The inset
shows the point where the
Mississippi may someday
break through (arrow) and
the shorter path it would take
to the Gulf of Mexico. (After
C. R. Kolb and J. R. Van
Lopik)
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